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Third Year Students Enjoy ôSitesõ of Chicago 

Faculty members David Crutchfield, Ron Ramsay, Cindy 

Urness, and Kathleen Pepple led seventy third year Archi-

tecture and Landscape Architecture students on an inspir-

ing trip to the Windy City from April 4-7. 

 

Their whirlwind tour included a morning stop-over in Mil-

waukee to see the opening of the 'wings' of Calatrava's Art 

Museum.  Once in Chicago/Oak Park, tours were con-

ducted of F.L.Wright Home/Studio, the Chicago Center for 

Green Technology, Robie House, and the historic com-

pany town of Pullman.  Additional site visits included: 

Millennium Park (pictured), Unity Temple, The Loop, the 

I.I.T. campus, Sears Tower, John Hancock Tower/

Magnificent Mile, Chicago Art Institute, and a graciously 

hosted office tour of Goettsch Partners.  They were wel-

comed back to Fargo by 6" of fresh snow.  

 

Information and photo submitted by Professor David 

Crutchfield.  
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GO GREEN BISON!  Help reduce the use of paper and start receiving your issues of the 

Architecture and Landscape Architecture Alumni Newsletter in your in -box instead of mailbox!  

Just email your request to:  Kelly.Todd@ndsu.edu  

Photo:  Students in front of ñThe 

Beanò in Millennium Park. 

NDSUôs architecture program ranked 18th in the 

nation among the 120 architecture schools in-

cluded in the 2008 publication Americaôs Best 

Architecture and Design Schools compiled by 

Design Intelligence.  This annual ranking results 

from a comprehensive survey of architecture 

firms, alumni, and students nationwide.  NDSUôs 

architecture program was ranked just below the 

Rhode Island School of Design, and was tied with 

Auburn and North Carolina State, all of which 

have long-standing reputations for excellence in 

architectural education.  Specifically, Midwestern 

architecture firms ranked NDSU as No. 4 nation-

ally and No. 3 among schools in the region.  

NDSU graduates placed in the top rankings in 

several sections of the Architectural Registration 

Exam. 

 

When students were asked to evaluate quality, 

value, and satisfaction, 100% of the students sur-

veyed would recommend the school to other stu-

dents, and 82% gave the school a rating of 

ñexcellentò ï a higher percentage than was given to 

any of the other top schools.  In the section titled 

ñSurveys Reveal What Schools are Famous For,ò 

NDSU  revealed a ñstrong work ethic on faculty 

combined with practical skill building, making stu-

dents immediately relevant to employers,ò and a 

ñproper balance of design, technology, and re-

search.ò 

 

ñRanking 18th in the nation is a tremendous tribute 

to the quality of our faculty and students,ò said Paul 

Gleye, chair of the Department of Architecture and 

Landscape Architecture.  ñIt demonstrates that a 

continuing focus on excellence can truly make a 

difference in the national competition for recogni-

tion among schools of architecture.ò 

Design Intelligence Ranks NDSU Architecture 18th Nationwide 



Nearly a hundred NDSU alumni 

and guests overlooked Boston 

Harbor on May 15th and  sampled 

local delicacies for the first annual 

NDSU Architecture Alumni Re-

union in conjunction with the na-

tional AIA convention.  Event 

host Tom Levi (NDSU Architec-

ture 1974), along with members 

of his Boston firm Levi+Wong, 

arranged the event atop the Bos-

ton Harbor Hotel and provided the 

guests with a menu of lobster 

ravioli, shrimp and scallop 

scampi, oysters on the half shell, 

and clam chowder.   

In addition to NDSU architecture 

alumni, the guests included all 

NDSU alumni living in the Bos-

ton area.  It can only be said that 

the Rotunda Room of the Boston 

Harbor Hotel was still populated 

with NDSU alumni far into the 

evening, long after the official end 

time for the event.  In hosting this 

first annual alumni reunion in 

conjunction with the national AIA 

convention, Tom Levi set the pace 

for future reunions that will take 

some striving to match.   

Mark your calendar for next 

yearôs alumni reunion in San 

Francisco on Friday, April 30, 

2009.  Weôll let you know the 

time and place.  

    

Students understand õVoidõ in Architecture 272, Architectural Design Studio  

Fargoôs Plains Art Museum: the 

process itself became a public 

exhibit. 

Next, the students engaged in a 

simultaneous group and individ-

ual effort resulting in the creation 

of projects for live/work spaces 

on an urban site.  Following one 

week of individual work, students 

participated in a short charrette, in 

which each of them placed their 

proposal within an expanded site 

accommodating six group mem-

bers.  Simultaneously, each group 

initiated a design for a shared 

ñcommunity courtò within the 

site.  Recalling the precedent 

study work completed in the first 

phase of the studio, each group 

modeled their community court 

out of plaster. 

The studio was important for its 

exploration of the ñsolid-void 

questionò with the use of cast 

plaster, for its collaboration with 

the Plains Art Museum, and for its 

innovative approach to collabora-

tive design resulting in a truly 

new means of designing housing 

on an urban site. 

Information and photos submitted 

by Professor Mike Christenson 

In spring 2008, Mike Christenson, 

Assistant Professor of Architec-

ture, and Malini Srivastava, Ad-

junct Instructor, combined their 

sections of ARCH 272 into a sin-

gle section jointly taught by both 

instructors with a total of 36 stu-

dents.  The students researched 

six pre-selected, physically re-

mote, courtyard houses.  Working 

in groups, they prepared cast-

plaster models of their assigned 

houses as explorations of volume, 

transition, and inhabitation. This 

task broadened the understanding 

of enclosure and openness.  Stu-

dents completed the plaster-

casting work in space provided at 

Many Attend Boston Alumni Event 
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1. Plaster Cast Trullo House By Dan 

Hilluka, Rachel Horntvedt, and 

Zach Mathern 

2.  Final Model by Lane Kliest 3.  Final group model of housing in 

Fargo by Ben Davis, Ben Frick, 

Rachel Horntvedt, Nick Klever, 

Kyle Lunke and Alec Walsh. 

Right: Plaster-

casting at Plains 

Art Museum.  
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As a celebration of sustainable design 

initiatives in the upper Midwest, this 

yearôs Beaux Arts week, Ecotecture, 

featured many different events and fund-

raisers to get architecture students of 

every year involved in their environment 

and community.  The Beaux Arts Ban-

quet, which is the last of five events dur-

ing Beaux Arts week, celebrated Fargoôs 

recent distinction as being rated the 

ñnumber one green community,ò as 

stated by Mike Williams, Fargo city 

commissioner.  Williams, as the keynote 

speaker for the event, elaborated on the 

many ways Fargo is ñgoing green.ò  One 

of the biggest of these initiatives is the 

Fargo Landfillôs methane retention pro-

gram, in which methane produced from 

the landfill is harnessed in underground 

chambers and sold to the community as 

energy.  Other items include wind tur-

bines which have been and will be 

erected, reusable bags which can be 

available at various Fargo commercial 

locations, and the MATôs (Metro Area 

Transit) conversion of at least two buses to 

run on biofeuls (not to mention the recent 

passenger boom as well). 

 

Awards received were the Mentor Award, 

given to the fifth-year architecture student 

who was always willing to help his or her 

peers, and the Penny Wars Annual Award, 

given to the winning class in the penny 

wars race.  The winner of the Mentor 

Award was Dustin Thomoson, as chosen 

by his peers, and the winner of the Penny 

Wars Annual Award was the fourth year 

class.  The Penny Wars was an event held 

to raise money for the architecture leader-

ship group of professionals and students 

called Architecture for Humanity.  All 

together, the combined architecture classes 

and faculty of NDSU raised $20, and Tau 

Sigma Delta, the architecture honors soci-

ety which hosted Beaux Arts week, added 

an additional $30 to the cause. 

 

New officers for the 2008-2009 AIAS (American 

Institute of Architecture Students) were also chosen 

and are as follows:   

 

President - Kevin Zachman (4th Year) 

Vice Presidentï Megan Rausch (4th Year) 

Secretaryï Rachel Horntvedt (3rd Year) 

Treasurerï David Rock (4th Year) 

FORUM Coord.ï Laura Lutterman (3rd Year) 

Communication Coord.ï Matthew Friesz (3rd 

Year) 

 

Student Advisorï Tim Bungert (5th Year) 

Faculty Advisor-  Mike Christenson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Architecture students celebrate ôEcotectureõ during Beaux Arts Week 

scrapers, housing, and NDSU recycling 

centers.  AIAS raised money prior to the 

Green Expo by stuffing gift bags for the 

Fargo Forum newspaper, helping to pay 

the minimal charge for booth space.  Fac-

ulty members involved were David 

Crutchfield and Darryl Booker. 

 

More information on Fargo/ Moorheadôs 

Earth Week and Green Expo can be found 

at http://www.fmearthweek.com/expo.php. 
 

 

 

 

On Saturday, April 19th, NDSU Archi-

tecture (and AIAS members) participated 

in the first annual óFargo/Moorhead 

Green Expo.   Jeff Haberman of Fargo 

Parks and Lori Clark of the Soil Conser-

vation District (Lake Agassi office) fa-

cilitated and ran the expo.  The event, 

held at the Fargo SW Youth Hockey 

Arena by the zoo, aimed at bringing 

green ideas to the forefront, and 50 to 55 

exhibitors came forth to show their inno-

vative ideas.  The architecture students 

and AIAS members sported new organic 

NDSU t-shirts.  The participants from 

NDSU designed, developed and staffed a 

2-booth showcase that effectively dem-

onstrated the potential to reduce the hu-

man óenvironmental footprintô through 

responsive green and sustainable design.  

The exhibit included design proposals for 

various studio projects including sky-

Students Share Ideas to Go Green.  
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ones who put down their pencil to help 

someone else with a model, or give con-

structive criticism to a classmate who is 

having trouble.  Whether it is teaching oth-

ers rendering techniques or helping with 

portfolio ideas, these are the people who 

will be of most value to any firm in the 

future.  I have set up a Studio Mentor 

Award to be given annually.  It will recog-

nize the student who has met these criteria 

most consistently throughout the 5-year 

curriculum.  The award is not meant to be 

a popularity contest, but is intended to 

show appreciation for the help and kind-

ness of a fellow student.ò 

 

In January of each year, 5th-year students 

are asked to nominate two fellow 5th-year 

students who they believe deserve the rec-

ognition.  The person who receives the 

most votes receives the award at the annual 

Beaux-arts banquet in late March or April.  

The Studio Mentor Award comprises a 

custom-engraved glass plaque, created 

by the Stained Glass Workshop in 

Fargo. 

This yearôs Studio Mentor Award, by 

vote of the 5th-year students, was 

granted to Dustin Tomoson. 

 

 

Brian Minnich (pictured below)  is now 

a registered architect and project man-

ager with Rubeling and Associates in 

Frederick, Maryland.   

 

 

 

 

When Brian Minnich received his archi-

tecture degree from NDSU in 1998, he 

reflected upon his education and con-

cluded that students who help other stu-

dents in studio deserve recognition.  So 

the next year he established the ñStudio 

Mentor Award,ò which goes to the 5th-

year student who, by a vote of all the 5th-

year students, has rendered the most assis-

tance to other students in studio.  After 

having funded the award annually, Brian 

Minnich has now established an endow-

ment with the NDSU Development Foun-

dation to assure that the award will be 

given each year in perpetuity. 

 

As Brian Minnich describes the award: 

ñThe whole idea of studio is not to foster 

competition with other students.  It is 

meant to be the open sharing of thoughts 

and ideas.  There are the students who put 

aside selfish competition and strive to 

help their fellow students.  They are the 
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Brian Minnich Endows Student Mentor Award 

"Earth Day is the first completely 

international and universal holiday 

that the world has ever known. 

Every other holiday was tied to one 

place, or some political or special 

event. This day is tied to Earth 

itself, and to the place of Earth in 

the whole solar system.  At this 

moment, when I climb the steps 

and ring the Peace Bell, it will be 

the Equinox in every part of the 

world, and we can all celebrate it at 

once on behalf of every part of the 

world." ï Margaret Mead.  The 

NDSU Horticulture Club, Horticul-

ture instructor Dr. Dale Herman, 

and Landscape Architecture stu-

dents including Jacob Berg, all cele-

brated Earth Day on the Main Cam-

pus of NDSU this last spring.  The 

group added to the beautification of 

the east side of campus by planting 

trees under the instruction and advi-

sory of Dr. Herman.   

 

Students Celebrate Earth Day! 

More information on Earth 

Day is available at http://
www.earthsite.org. 

The ASLA banquet was held April 26 

at the Fargo Green Mill.  Approxi-

mately 38 attended from first year to 

fifth year students, three of four land-

scape architecture faculty, two archi-

tecture faculty, Department Chair Dr. 

Gleye, and Nicole Crutchfield with the 

City of Fargo Planning Department.  

The night began with a social hour, 

followed by introductions and a wel-

come.  Mark Lindquist and Jim Fink pre-

sented to the group their Underwood, North 

Dakota, project (with collaboration involved 

by Kavan Donohue and Alex Gore) which 

had won an ASLA award this current year.  

Following the presentation, a quick óroastô 

of each studio took place, and studio 

awards.  The roast mainly included little 

jokes that had happened throughout each 

represented year. Studio awards that were 

handed out included:  Clutter King/

Queen, Computer Junky, Ticking Time 

Bomb, Environmentalist, and Long 

Winded Presenter.  The awards were all 

given to multiple individuals, one from 

each year (totaling 20 awards).  The 

Landscape Architecture faculty then pre-

sented the fifth years with awards, ending 

with a presentation of Tau Sigma Alpha 

chapter awards. 

ASLA Banquet Recaps Completed Year  

Students planting  a 

tree on the east side of 

the NDSU-Main  

Campus 
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Thank You For Your Generous Donations!! 

1862 Society  ($1 million +) 

 John R. Klai II  

Gold Medallion Society  ( $100,000 ð 249,999) 

Old Main Society  ($250,000 - $499,999) 

Founders Society  ($500,000 ð 999,999) 

President's Silver Medallion Society  ($50,000-$99,999) 

Daniel and Michelle Juba       Terry and Mary Stroh 

President's Bronze Medallion Society ($10,000-$49,999) 

Casey Riske and Cecilia Matta Donald D. Powell Kristi Marie Hanson 

Paul H. Gleye EAPC Architects Engineers The Toy Farmer Ltd 

B W B R Architects  Peggy Germ John E. and Patricia A. Miller 

Zerr Berg Architects KKE Architects Charitable Foundation Rick and Roxanne Engebretson 

Robert and Georgia Graves Robert J. Berg Gordon A. Olschlager, A.I.A. 

Michael J Burns Architects Dane and Darcy McKenzie  

Thank you to all of our Donors   July 07ï June 08  Your support is very much appreciated. 
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Stephanie Alstead 

Mike and Nicole Allmendinger 

Jack Amdal 

Robert Ames 

Jay Amundson 

Mike and Rebecca Anderson 

Mark Anderson 

Paul Anderson 

Terry Anderson 

F. John Barbour 

Mark Barnhouse 

Stanley Bednar 

Francis Berg 

Donald Berger 

Dale Berreth 

Scott Bexell 

James and Virginia Bisek 

Zachary Bisek 

Darryl Booker 

Mark Bjornson 

Robert and Pamela Brown 

Robert K. Brown (Donna) 

Thomas Bruce 

James A. Burgmeyer 

Barbara Burgum 

Patrick Burkhart 

Michael Burns 

BWBR Architects 

Cameron, McCarthy, Gilbert 

and Scheibe 

Kirsten Carangi 

Harold Crosby 

Richard Dahl 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel Davy 

Patrick DeLaPointe 

Marlin Diers 
Lindberg Ekola 

 

Laura Faucher 

James Ferguson 

Michael Fischer 

Daniel Foss 

Ed Frenette 

Darryl Galt 

Francis and Virginia Gatham 

Marbin Geisler 

Judy Graff 

Paul Gleye 

Pete and Linda Glueckert 

Robert Graves 

Kristi Hanson 

Michael and Ann Haraldson 

Thomas Harley 

Eugene Harrie 

Tom Haugrud 

Rodney Hartleib 

Jame Huettl 

Scott Hazlett 

Kenneth and Holly Heyda 

Rchard Hoganson 

Dennis and Barb Honzay 

Harry Hoving 

Lori Hunke 

Margaret Jorgenson 

Lance Josal 

Daniel Juba 

Matt King 

Michael Juhl 

John Klai 

Klai Juba Architects 

Erin Koffler 

Mike Kosloske 

 

 

Bradley Krump 

Charles and Rosalyn Krumwiede 

Earl and LaVonne Kruse 

Douglas and Rita Kuelbs 

LHB Inc. 

Roger Larson 

Rolf Haarstad and Kathleen                                                        

Lechleiter 

Gail Lein 

Tom Levi 

Daniel Loos 

Brett and Jennifer Loftsness 

Donald Lorsung 

Michael Marczuk 

Dane and Darcy McKenzie 

Hallard Miller 

Todd Mitzel 

Arthur Morton 

James L. Nelson 

Jim and Gail Nelson 

Jon Neubauer 

Dan Noble 

Natalie Ogaard-Weber 

Brian Nohr 

Thomas and Jennifer O'Neill 

Paul Olson 

Harlan Ormbreck 

Randall Page 

Nathaniel and Linda Page 

Steven Peck 

Thomas Peck 

David  Peickert 

Kathleen Pepple 

Donald D. Powell 

 

 

 

Casey Riske 

John Renhowe 

Carolyn Rodahl 

James Roesch 

Thomas Rolfstad 

Karl Ruthenbeck 

Keith Seebart 

David Schaaf 

Carl Schellin 

Kevin Schlaht 

John and Mary Schlanser 

Michael Schrock 

Schultz & Associates Ltd 

Russell Schultz 

Robin Sim 

Michelle Shelline 

Steven Stalboerger 

Duane Stolpe 

David Strassburg 

Terry Stroh 

Jeffrey Stromgren 

Mark Stousland 

Roxanne Stuhr 

Harlan Tande 

Jayson Thoemke 

Harold Thompsen 

Harlyn Thompson 

Cindy Urness 

Cheryl Weber 

Dale and Edythe Williams 

Tim Zerr 

Kathy Ziegelman 

David and Mary Engleson Andrew Krenik 

John Kroeger 

Janet Prchal 

Mark Rowland 

Mark Richardson 



Landscape Architecture Reunion Invitation 


